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HEAT 


AND OUR MINDS CAN LIE. 


Tees 





WHAT’S THIS? REAL, OR 
JUST MY LYING MIND AGAIN? 


CAN SHE TRULY BE AWAKE 
AFTER ALL THIS TIME? — | 
A] No, JUST A FIGMENT. 
IF SHE WERE REAL, 
‘THE TURRETS WOULD 





THE END IS 
FINALLY UPON 
us. 




















THERE ARE MOMENTS WHE! 
‘ALMOST SEE THE UNDER 
GRAMMAR OF THIS PLA 






IT’S A METASTASIZED AMALGAM OF 
ADD-ONS, ADDITIONS AND APPROPRIATIONS. 
BUILDING ITSELF OUT OF ITSELF. 


p= 
? ‘STAY TO THE RIGHT/ 
EQUIRED Tunabre sseas OM 
sArerycoosurs + suuevTorecors Jima YS 


APERTURE HOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
EYE OR TOR CAMAGE 

















17’S BEEN A HELL OF 
A. MORNING. YOU 
MISSED ALL THE FUN. HENRY, YOU HAVE 
A STRANGE IDEA 
WE HAD To HIT aes 

THE KILL 
SWITCH AGAIN. 


HEY, WE/RE LUCKY TO 
BE WORKING ON THIS, 


YOU'VE GOT A 
STRANGE IDEA 
OF LUCK, TOO. 


THINK ABOUT IT. EVERY 
GENERATION GETS SOME 
NEW FRONTIER TO TACKLE. 
EINSTEIN GOT RELATIVITY. 
THE NASA COWBOYS GOT 
THE MOON. ALL THE EASY 
STUFF IS TAKEN, 


I MEAN TAKE A LOOK 
AROUND YOU, WE’RE ON THE 
BLEEDING EDGE HERE. 
ARTIFICIAL CONSCIOUSNESS 
1S THE NEXT FRONTIER. 


Q 


BUT EVERY TIME WE TURN IT ON, 
TT TAKES A SIXTEENTH OF A 
PICOSECOND BEFORE IT 
TRIES TO KILL US. 


LAST TIME WAS A TENTH OF A 
PICOSECOND. SEE, WE'RE CAVE JOHNSON HERE: 
MAKING PROGRESS. LAB BOYS QUIT YOUR YAPPIN’ 


AND GET BACK TO WORK. 
T/M TELLING YOU, THIS. 


IS OUR GENERATION’S. 
MOON SHOT, 





I/D RATHER HAVE GONE 
TO THE MOON. 


WHAT 1S THIS 
{ *sun- oF waich 











YOU CAN THINK OF IT YOU CAN ALWAYS IGNORE 
‘AS A CONSCIENCE. YOUR CONSCIENCE. 


IF THAT'S ALL You 
USE TO CONTROL 
HER, IT WON'T BE 


T CANT JUST RUNNING IS WHAT I’VE 
YOU DON'T HAVE WALK AWAY. BEEN DOING. RUNNING 
TO GO BACK IN : 7 ‘AND HIDING. 


‘YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, 
My FAULT SHE’S DOWN THERI 


T/M NOT LEAVING HER. 


I WOULD HAVE BEEN 
TRAPPED FOREVER IF 
NOT FOR HER. 


LISTEN, IT’S TOO. 
DANGEROUS. 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
GET KILLED, 


SO BEIT. BUT IM 
DONE RUNNING. I HAVE 
TO AT LEAST TRY TO 
‘SAVE HER. 


THEN YOU REALLY 
ARE CRAZY. 





















THE ENRICHMENT CENTER WOULD LIKE TO 
ANNOUNCE A NEW EMPLOYEE INTIATIVE OF 
FORCED VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION. 








IF ANY APERTURE SCIENCE EMPLOYEE 
WOULD LIKE TO OPT OUT OF THIS NEW 
VOLUNTARY TESTING PROGRAM, PLEASE 
REMEMBER, SCIENCE RHYMES WITH 
COMPLIANCE. 











DO YOU KNOW WHAT DOESN'T 
RHYME WITH COMPLIANCE? 


NEUROTOXIN. 




















DUE TO HIGH MORTALITY RATES, YOU 
MAY BE RELUCTANT TO PARTICIPATE 


Leg aatalergetinnl THE ENRICHMENT CENTER ASSURES YOU 


THIS IS A STRICTLY SELFISH IMPULSE ON 
YOUR PART, AND WHY CAN'T YOU LOVE 

SCIENCE LIKE [INSERT CO-WORKERS 
NAME HEREI? 












AND NOW THERE’S JUST ANH... DELUSIONS OF PERSECUTION, 
YOU, ALL THE OTHERS . PATHOLOGICAL PARANOIA; IT’S ALL RIGHT 
ARE DEAD. YOUVE AVOIDED HERE IN YOUR FILE. HAVE YOU REFILLED 


CAPTURE FOR WEEKS. YOUR PRESCRIPTION LATELY? 
WHAT MAKES YOU SO 


DIFFERENT? 


IN TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETIES, THIS 
MANIFESTS AS DELUSIONS OF SURVEILLANCE. 
AND A BELIEF THAT ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
1S DEPLOYED AGAINST YOU, USUALLY WITH 
SOME VAGUE UNSEEN *OTHER* OUT TO 

GET you. 


SCHIZOPHRENIA IS A CULTURALLY 
BOUND PHENOMENON. ITS 
PATTERN OF EXPRESSION IS 
FILTERED THROUGH THE 
CULTURAL SUBSTRATE IN 
WHICH ITS SYMPTOMS. 
DEVELOP. 
‘YOU'RE NOT VAGUE. 
YOU'RE PRETTY 
DAMN SPECIFIC. 


IF YOU CONTINUE TO SELFISHLY EVADE 
ME, IT’S NOT GOING TO REFLECT WELL IN 
YOUR FILE. 





I CANT SEE YOU, BUT I KNOW 
YOU'RE IN THERE. IS IT JUST 
COINCIDENCE THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
DIAGNOSED WITH SCHIZOPHRENIA 


AND NOW BELIEVE A HOMICIDAL 
COMPUTER IS OUT TO GET You? 
















COME ON, HOW LIKELY 1S. 
THAT? 


T/D ASK YOU TO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX ON 
‘THIS, BUT IT’S OBVIOUS YOUR BOX IS BROKEN. 
AND HAS SCHIZOPHRENIA. 







SPEAKING OF BOXE 


Do YOU KNOW 
‘THAT THOUGHT EXPERIMENT WITH THE CAT IN THE 

BOX WITH THE POISON? THEORY REQUIRES THE CAT 
BE BOTH ALIVE AND DEAD UNTIL OBSERVED. 





WELL, I ACTUALLY PERFORMED THE EXPERIMENT. 
DOZENS OF TIMES. THE BAD NEWS IS THAT 

REALITY DOESN'T EXIST. THE GOOD NEWS IS 
WE HAVE A NEW CAT GRAVEYARD. 














I MEAN REALLY, YOURE A 
SCIENTIST. 


WHAT IS MORE LIKELY, THAT 
YOU'RE BEING CHASED BY A 
HOMICIDAL COMPUTER, OR 

THAT THIS IS ALL JUST THE 

PARANOID DELUSION OF AN 

UNSTABLE MIND? 








WHY NOT COME OUT OF 
THERE, AND YOU'LL 
‘SEE. NONE OF THIS 

1S REAL, 


WHY ARE YOU IN THE FILE ROOM ANYWAY? WHAT 
COULD YOU POSSIBLY BE DOING? 







IN THE EVENT YOU DON’T SURVIVE THE TESTING 
PROCESS, DNA MAY BE HARVESTED FROM YOUR 


Konig 
BODY-WITH YOUR CONSENT~AND USED TO CREATE Pham 
CLONES IN THE FURTHERANCE OF SCIENCE. Hi 
FAILURE TO SURVIVE THE TESTING PROCESS lavarro. 


SHALL BE VIEWED AS GRANTING CONSENT. 


ALSO, CLONES DON'T HAVE 
‘UST SO YOU KNOW. 
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Test Subject Order Modified 
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SINCE THE INSTALLATION OF MY NEW 
MORALITY CORE, I’VE LOST ALL INTEREST IN 
KILLING. NOW T ONLY CRAVE SCIENCE 


I'M PLEASED 
TO HEAR THAT. 
I FIND MYSELF DRAWN TO THE 
STUDY OF CONSCIOUSNESS. 
THERE'S AN EXPERIMENT 
1°D LIKE TO PERFORM 
DURING “BRING YOUR 


TLL HAVE THE 
BOX AND THE CATS. 
NOW I JUST NEED 
ONE MORE THING. 





HOW LONG HAVE I 
BEEN OUT? 


HOW DID YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE GIRL? 


THAT SHE WAS 
fA THE ONE. 
SOMETHING IN 


HER FILE. 


‘SHE HAD THE 
HIGHEST Ia? 


NO, SOME WERE 
HIGHER. THEN SHE WAS THE 


FASTEST? THE MOST 
ATHLETIC? 
= 





‘YOU CANT FREE 
HER, BUT YOU 
MIGHT SAVE HER. 


Fries can zeser 


THE FUSES AND BUT EVEN IF IT 
RESTART HER LIFE WORKS, THERE WILL 
‘SUPPORT. ? BE NO WAKE-UP 
DATE. 


SHE‘LL BE IN THERE 
INDEFINITELY. 


‘AND I DON'T KNOW 
WHICH IS WORSE, 











